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Dear Friends,  

 

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 

always, even unto the end of the world. Amen” (Matthew 28:19-20). 

 

Imagine the disbelief when the news spread that the unsinkable ship was sinking. Some, not believing the 

warning as fact, didn’t bother to go above deck. Those that did were surrounded by panic and chaos. Women 

and children were to board the lifeboats first. Imagine the heartbreak as families said goodbyes. One woman 

about to get on a lifeboat turned back to stay with her husband not able to leave him. Annie Funk, a missionary 

returning home to Berks County in Pennsylvania, gave up her seat for another. Imagine being one of the lucky 

ones who boarded a lifeboat. Imagine sitting safely in a lifeboat where many seats around you are vacant 

because it launched before all the seats were filled or because 

people refused to believe they were in danger. Imagine sitting 

there a safe distance away knowing many were still on the 

doomed ship awaiting their watery grave. Imagine hearing the 

deafening sound as the ship tore apart and began its descent into 

the deep. Imagine sitting there as the 300 or so who had survived 

the sinking yelled for help as they shivered in the icy waters 

knowing death was imminent. There are empty seats in your 

lifeboat. Do you go back? One lifeboat did. The rest did not. 

Imagine sitting there listening to the desperate cries. Imagine as 

those cries got quieter and quieter as those in the water began to die. Quieter. Quieter. Until there was silence 

and all you could hear was the lapping of the waves against your half-filled lifeboat. How could you live with 

yourself knowing you did nothing? 

 

We may not be sitting in a lifeboat watching the unsinkable ship sink and hearing the cries of those dying in the 

water. However, those of us who know Jesus as our Saviour are in a world filled with lost people, lost children, 

most oblivious to the fact they are lost and headed for an eternity in Hell. Will we invite them into our lifeboat? 

Will we share with them the Saviour who paid the price for their sin? Or will we be like those in the Titanic’s 

lifeboats too afraid to go back, too concerned with our own safety rather than the safety of others? We can 

make so many excuses. However, the Great Commission is not a suggestion, but a command to be heeded. 

 

We are touched by your burden for the lost children in Berks County. Thank you for helping us invite them into 

our lifeboat through your prayers, financial giving, and volunteering. It is indeed a team effort! 

 

Your Laborers for the Children,  

Sara, Helene, Mary, and Matt 
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