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Spring 2021 
 

Dear Friend,  

 

“The Lord is … not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”  (2 Peter 3:9). 

 

Richard Acquaye (pictured left), a native CEF International missionary in West Africa who 

went home to Heaven a year ago, once flew with a friend to another African country to take 

part in some teacher training. However, upon landing they were apprehended and put in 

prison. When he was able, Richard called some other friends who were to meet them. Richard 

informed them not to come because they would end up in prison. His friend responded, “We 

already have our tickets. It would be a shame to waste them. They were expensive, and we 

cannot get them refunded.” Richard reminded his friends that they would end up in jail. 

“Then we end up in jail,” his friend said.  

 

Soon, Richard and his traveling companion were joined with their other two friends. As the 

four men waited, Richard cried out to God asking why God would have them spend all that 

money for plane tickets only to have them end up in jail. One day Richard began a 

conversation with a young man who was also in prison. When the conversation turned to 

Jesus the young man did not want to be bothered. Richard continued conversing with the young man until his 

traveling companion and he were released. His other two friends were not yet released.  

 

The young man asked one of Richard’s friends where he had gone. Soon a conversation ensued, and it ended with 

this young man making a decision for Christ! Richard heard this wonderful news when his friends were released 

and returned home. Richard told the CEF EASTERN PA, INC. staff at our Day of Prayer gathering in 2011 that to 

God this young man’s soul was worth the price of the four plane tickets and the time in prison because “The Lord 

is … not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” People invest their money in 

all kinds of things, but will any of it make an eternal difference?  

 

We are thankful for those who have invested in our ministry over the years whether through prayer, volunteering, 

or giving. It is through their investment and your investment that the work continues in Berks County. God has 

blessed us immensely through you! Richard’s story reminds us that even if only one child comes to Christ, our 

efforts are worth it because the worth of a child’s soul is unlimited to God. There are still many children who are 

lost in their sin. Will you ask God how you can invest in their lives? We cherish your involvement and your notes 

of encouragement especially during a time of uncertainty. 

 

Your Laborers for the Children,  

Sara, Helene, Mary, and Matt 

 

 

mailto:CEFBerks@juno.com
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Our Director 

Mother’s Day at  

Rosedale Camp Grove 

Paul – 7 months 

Our Assistant Director 

Matthew is passionate 

about investing in the 

lives of the children by 

sharing the Gospel with 

them! He and his wife, 

Sarah, just celebrated 

their first anniversary on 

April 25.  Matt begins 

the new year (January 

thru March) with 72% of 

his support with 12% 

from people who 

designated their gift to 

“Matthew’s Support” 

and 60% from people 

who designated their gift 

to go to “Where Needed 

Most.” The 72% deficit 

comes from our 

“General Fund.” Please 

pray for more people to 

join Matt’s financial 

support team? In doing 

so they and you are 

investing in the lives of 

Berk’s County’s 

children. 

Sara enjoys investing in the lives of 

Berks County’s children as well as 

investing in her own family! Paul 

is growing fast. He is 15 pounds, 

has two bottom teeth, scoots 

backwards, crawls forwards, and 

has begun standing. He enjoys 

music and meeting people.  
 

Sara and Andy are thankful for 

those who have invested in her 

support! They praise Jesus Sara 

began the year (January thru 

March) 100% supported with 65% 

from people who designated their 

gift to “Sara’s Support” and 35% 

from people who designated their 

gift to go to “Where Needed Most!” 

Will you pray for people to invest 

in the lives of Berks County’s 

children by joining Sara’s financial 

support team? This way she can be 

fully supported without “Where 

Needed Most” funds. 
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who designated their gift to go to “Where 

Needed Most.” The 28% deficit will come 

from our “General Fund” if the amount is 

not raised by year’s end. Please pray for 

more people to join Matt’s financial support 

team. In doing so they and you are investing 

in the lives of Berks County’s children. 

Ministry Finances 
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We are thankful for our ministry partners who invest financially so the Gospel can continue to go forth in 

Berks County! We are excited to report giving this year compared to last increased 44%! Your gifts helped us 

pay for a window replacement, a roof repair, and our 2020 School Real Estate Tax.  During the first three 

months of this year 87% of our expenses have been paid because of your generosity. Will you join us in asking 

God to meet our monthly expenses through His Church and His people? If, while praying, you feel led to 

invest in the work God is doing, please use the enclosed response sheet to designate your donation. If the need 

you request has already been met, we will put it towards General Fund unless otherwise indicated. All gifts 

are tax deductible. Checks can be made payable to CEF Berks.  

 
Current Needs Status: 

     ~ 2020 Professional Tax Preparer Expense = $25 raised | $2,864 needed 

     ~ 2020 Real Estate Tax Bill (County/City) = $35 raised | $429.49 needed 

     ~ May 2020-May 2021 Property Insurance Coverage (annually) =  

$218 raised | $2,242 paid from General Fund 

     ~ May 2021-May 2022 Property Insurance Coverage (annually) = $2,613.80 needed 

     ~ 600 Care Packages = $2,789.85 raised | $1,244.15 paid from General Fund 

     ~ New Laptop = $1,015 raised | $1,784.98 needed 

     ~ Website ($16 monthly for 3 years) = $15 raised | $561 needed 

Matt 

and 

Sarah 

Wear 
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  Virtual Good News Club 
Sara, Matt, and Mary have been investing in 

the lives of the children through filming 24 

weeks of Good News Club. You, too, can 

invest in children by inviting them to watch 

our videos which will always be available on 

our YouTube Channel and our website. 

Sara filming the 

memory verse. 

Google Meet Club 
On Wednesday, April 14, Mrs. Laura 

Francabandera, music teacher at 13th and Green, 

helped us start a Good News Club via Google 

Meet. She informed us that students are familiar 

with Google Meet since they use it for school. 

Laura helped us learn how to use Google Meet 

and contacted students. This club will meet until 

the end of May. We have 8 children enrolled 

who are super excited! Some of these students 

were in club last year. One girl still had the 

Bible we gave her and showed us. It is a bit of 

an adjustment teaching in this format, but it is 

refreshing to interact with and invest in the 

children! Reading and Muhlenberg School 

Districts began hybrid school this Spring. We 

are still unsure what they will decide this Fall. 

Please keep praying for wisdom for School 

Boards as well as for our Committee as we seek 

God’s will for Good News Clubs come Fall. 

Pray for creative ways to invest in the children. 

Top Picture: 

Mary, Paul, 

Sara, Matt, and 

Laura meet to 

pray before club. 

 

Bottom Picture: 

Matt prays to get 

club started 

before Sara 

teaches the Bible 

Lesson. 

Last year our training school was cancelled due to Covid. 

This year the SMTS Committee, of which Sara is a 

member, invested much time via Zoom meetings to figure 

out logistics to have SMTS online via Zoom and 

prerecorded videos. Please pray for Matt as he invests time 

and energy into taking this training (June 14-25). Praise 

God for making SMTS possible this summer! 

Would you or do you know someone who would be 

willing to invest in children this summer by hosting a 5-

Day Club? A host/hostess provides a location, invites the 

children, provides a snack if they choose, and needs their 

PA Child Abuse Clearance, Criminal Record Check, and 

FBI Fingerprinting unless they have lived in PA for the 

last 10 years. You can contact us if you need help 

obtaining your clearances or visit our website. 
 

These clubs take place for 1 hour for 5 consecutive days. 

Each club consists of a Bible Lesson, Memory Verse, 

Songs, Missionary Story, Mission’s Emphasis, Games, 

and a Puppet. We have also partnered with churches to do 

a VBS using our material for the teaching time. 
 

Katie Wills, hired by our State Headquarters to illustrate 

our lessons, has been investing her spare time illustrating 

while working full time. Her work is amazing! 
 

Sara, Matt, and Mary will be investing time into 

preparing for these clubs during Summer Missionary 

Training School. They would love to invest in the 

children near you by either teaching an in-person club or 

one online. If you are interested, please call us at 610-

374-4634 or email us at CEFBerks@juno.com to 

schedule your 5-Day Club today. 

2008: Sara 

(Atwood) Bowers 

2008: Kelly (Rohrbach) Oberholtzer 

and Sara (Atwood) Bowers 

2010: Nikki 

Weidman 

counselling 

Summer Missionary 

Training School (SMTS) 

5-Day Clubs 
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Matt has a passion not only to invest 

in the lives of children but also their 

parents and our supporters. 

Therefore, he began sharing weekly 

devotionals. These 47 devotional 

videos collectively have been 

viewed 724 times. If you are able, 

please visit our Channel CEF of 

Reading and Berks County, Inc. You 

are sure to be challenged and 

encouraged in your faith. We are 

thankful for our 25 Subscribers! 

YouTube Channel 

M wrote, “I have a big prayer request. My Great 

Grandma has Covid. And she has it bad. Please 

pray for her. Thank you.” Later she wrote an 

update, “My Great Grandma is doing very well. 

Grandma getting Covid 19 had a reason. My 

Great Aunt might take Christ as her Saviour.” 

Our Correspondence Course a.k.a. Bible Story Papers 

C wrote that she was 3 years old when she 

asked Jesus to be her Saviour. She then wrote, 

“I love you guys. I hope you guys are safe.” 

Later she wrote, “I really miss you guys. Tell 

the people that I miss them, and my brother 

really misses you guys.” 

 

F has been a faithful participant in our 

Correspondence Courses for several 

years. She sent this request, “We’re in 

a bad situation right now. I will not tell 

you what happened, but can you pray 

for us?” Later she wrote, “Thank you 

for your support!” 

Last summer we included a See & Do 

Correspondence Course with each Care 

Package, and we have a sign-up form on our 

website. Since last summer 2 children have 

trusted in Jesus through this course. Helene 

Hoffman, our Office Coordinator, invests in 

the children who participate by writing to them 

and praying for them. She has graded 113 

lessons since July 2020.  

Good News Fun Day 

We are thankful for Rosedale Camp Grove 

investing in the children of Berks County 

by providing a free picnic lunch and for The 

Dream Big Team from Davisville Baptist 

Church for providing a puppet program! A 

total of 27 children and 17 adults attended.  


